2025 Adventure and Nature Route
Certified Guide List

Destinations: Awaji Island, Wakimachi, lya Valley, Kotohira, Imabari, Oshima

Okayama Hyogo
Hiroshima
Yamaguchi
I Kagawa
Ehime
1. Miho Arita
2. Yukiko Fuijii
3. Hiromi Goda

4. Junko Matsumoto
5. Michiko Matsuyama
6. Kyoko Mori

7. Fujiko Suzuki

8. Kimihiro Takechi




Miho Arita

BH =R (B #HF)

Languages: English

HWISSFE : ®W5E (BRER) | 75 (Bh)

Email : miho.50ceans@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Tokyo and surrounding areas, Hakone, Kamakura, Nagano, Shizuoka, Kanazawa, Kyoto-Nara-Osaka,
Hiroshima

Fields of expertise

Traditional downtown culture & Ukiyo-e / Fermented foods & sake / Japanese gardens / Contemporary
architecture, and more

Self-introduction

I am a professional guide with a strong curiosity and a genuine passion for new experiences. My personal
interests include mountaineering, yoga, woodworking, and cooking, which naturally enrich my approach to
guiding.

I am known for my flexibility during tours, my ability to foster a positive group atmosphere, and my smooth
coordination with drivers and local vendors, ensuring seamless and comfortable travel experiences.

My guiding experience ranges from FIT (independent travelers) in the Tokyo area to long-term GIT tours
exceeding two weeks. I have worked with a wide variety of groups, including young anime fans,
intellectually curious travelers with educational backgrounds, entrepreneur mothers with children, affluent
senior travelers, and UK high school students on educational trips.

Beyond guidebook-style explanations, I focus on offering authentic local encounters and once-in-a-lifetime
experiences, creating tours where guests feel they chose the right guide and return home with lifelong
memories.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Certified Tour Conductor / Medical Interpretation Program (Public Interpreting Support Association) /
Fermentation Certification / Fish Concierge / Japanese Language Teacher Training Program Completed

Conditions for hiring

Available nationwide (based in Tokyo)
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Yukiko Fujii

SULWDEZ

Languages: English

HWLSFE (ARRFELAN) ;N5

Email : yukfujii@yahoo.co.jp

Age range: 40s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

<Eastern Japan> Tokyo, Hakone, Fuji, Kamakura, Yokohama, Kawagoe, Gunma (Takasaki, Shibukawa),
Tochigi (Nikko, Utsunomiya, Oya, Mashiko)

<Western Japan> Tokushima (Naruto, Wakimachi, Iya, Oboke-koboke), Kagawa (Konpiragu), Ehime
(Imabari, Shimanami-kaido)

<Southern Japan> Fukuoka (Dazaifu, Fukuoka City), Saga (Karatsu, Imari, Arita), Nagasaki (Nagasaki
City)

Fields of expertise

History, Arts, Tea ceremony, Foods

Self-introduction

I've been working as a tour guide since 2015. I'm a mother and have working experience as a nurse so
I've done tours for a wide range of clients, from a family with children to seniors inlcuding mobility
challenged clients. Thanks to many referred repeats and new clients, tour guide is my main job. I'm
very flexible and friendly. I like traveling and have been learning Japanese painting, tea ceremony
(Chanoyu), and martial arts. I look forward to meeting you on my tour.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Registered Nurse

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed (I live in Tokyo)
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Hiromi Goda

Languages: English

HWHSFE (BRKFELAN) ;N5

Email : gmina.japanguide@gmail.com

Age range: 40s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Kanto Area: Tokyo, Kamakura, Hakone, Kawaguchiko, Nikko

Kansai Area: Kyoto, Osaka, Nara

Setouchi Area: Ehime (Dogo Onsen, Matsuyama Castle), Tokushima (Naruto, Wakimachi, Kazurabashi),
Kagawa (Kotohira), Shimanami-Kaido, Yamaguchi (Ruriko-ji, Akiyoshi-dai, Hagi, Nagato)

Fields of expertise

Outdoor activities, Food, Sake, Art, Edo culture, etc.

Self-introduction

I lived in the United States for ten years and later worked for international companies in Japan, with
experience in India and Thailand. As a passionate traveler, I enjoy meeting people from different
backgrounds, learning about new cultures, and sharing meaningful experiences through travel.

Japan’s long history and rich cultural heritage continue to fascinate me, and I try to introduce its
traditions, customs, and seasonal culture in a way that is enjoyable and easy to understand for my
guests.

Currently, I mainly work as a FIT guide in Tokyo area and am visiting different regions across Japan to
prepare for long-distance tours in the near future.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I mainly guide in Tokyo.)
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Matsumoto Junko

AR F

Languages: English

WHSFE (BRRFELAIL)

. mEcH
oa

Email : mal23jun@gmail.com

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Hokuriku, Chubu (Gokayama, Shirakawago, Takayama, Magome), Kansai, Naoshima

Fields of expertise

Nature, Arts and Crafts, Architecture, Food and Culture

Self-introduction

Before becoming a tour guide, I was a public juniour high school teacher of art and English. With my
experience as a teacher, I can handle a group of people and instruct properly. I'm always active and try
to interact with people with various backgrouds. I also love nature, so I enjoy walking and cycling in the
nature regularly. My other hobbies are traveling, sketching and making preserved food such as miso
paste, umeboshi, and umeshu. Recently my job as a tour guide is expanding, covering a wide range of
tours (FIT, cruise ship tour, long tour, MICE, etc). Last year I worked as a tour guide for over 120 days.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Teaching licencse of art and English at junior high schools

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Tokyo.)
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MICHIKO MATSUYAMA

NI

Languages: English

FINSFE : W5

Email : michiko.m.work@gmail.com Age range: 40s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima, Okayama, Yamaguchi, Nagasaki

Fields of expertise

Hiroshima History / Tea Ceremony / Kimono Culture / Hiking

Self-introduction

I'm originally from Nagasaki. I have a deep love for travel, which led me to work at a travel agency in
Tokyo, where I was involved in planning and arranging tours for international visitors.

When I'm not guiding, I enjoy traveling, playing the flute, hiking, savoring matcha, and visiting
museums.

As a local guide, I'm excited to share hidden gems and local stories that you won't find in guidebooks.
Let’s create wonderful memories together!

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Itinerary control manager, Travel supervisor

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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Kyoko MORI

Languages: English

FINSFE : W5

Email : apricot.hk@gmail.com

Age range: 40s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Tokyo, Kamakura, Hakone, Mt. Fuji, Nikko, Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, Hiroshima, and Hagi

Fields of expertise

Tokyo, art, architecture, sumo, baseball, culture, food, and marathon running

Self-introduction

Born in Niigata and raised in Tokyo, I love both Japan’s original countryside landscapes, such as the terraced
rice fields of Tokamachi, and the vibrant streets of Tokyo where old and new exist side by side.

I started my career at JTB, working in sales while escorting around 50 domestic tours a year, including day
trips and overnight tours. Visiting hot spring towns and destinations across Japan has become a strong foundation
for my work as a guide.

I am based in Tokyo and began guiding full-time last year. I currently lead FIT tours in Tokyo and sumo
morning practice tours, and from this year, I am also taking on longer, multi-day tours.

Curious by nature and passionate about Japanese culture, I hope to be a guide who helps guests not only see
Japan, but truly feel it—through my own perspective.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Certified General Travel Services Manager, Certified Domestic Tour Conductor

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Tokyo.)
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Fujiko Suzuki

wHRKELTF

Languages: English

HWIHEFE (BBKFELNI)

"
B

Email : fujikosuzuki222@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Tokyo: Anywhere within the Tokyo metropolitan area
Kanto region: Mt. Fuji, Lake Kawaguchi, Hakone, Mt. Kintoki (hiking), Kamakura, Nikko
Others: Nagano (Snow Monkeys), Kanazawa

Fields of expertise

History, Culture, Nature & Gardens, Sports, Food (especially Japanese sake and wine)

Self-introduction

I obtained my license in 2025, and through various training programs — most notably the Training and
Certification Program for Setouchi area tour guides — I was deeply inspired by the beauty and diversity
of the Setouchi area. I currently provide both group and FIT tours mainly in the Kanto region and
Kanazawa, and I look forward to broadening my work as a multi-day guide, especially in the Setouchi
area. Previously, I worked for many years in an international financial institution, where I learned the
importance of clear communication, flexibility, and attention to detail. In that fast-paced environment,
I also became very attentive to up-to-date information and developed a strong work ethic and stamina,
all of which now help me support guests safely and reliably. These experiences now help me connect
with guests from around the world and make each tour comfortable and enjoyable. I love traveling,
discovering local food and drinks, and learning about history and culture, and I am always inspired by
interacting with local communities and the many people I meet along the way. I hope to share the
beauty of Japan as I've experienced it and help create special memories for every guest I meet.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Eiken 1st Grade, Certified Tour Conductor for General Travel Services

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Tokyo.) Kanazawa is close to my hometown, so I can start tours locally.
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Takechi Kimihiro (Kim)

RE 1

Languages: English

PSR

o
o
Z'?..‘.
o

Email : 138en00068@gmail.com

Certified route(s)

Adventure and Nature

Regions of expertise

Ehime: Dogo Onsen, Matsuyama Castle, Shimanami Kaido, Imabari, Uchiko, Ozu, Uwajima
etc.

Kagawa: Ritsurin Park, Yashima, Naoshima, Teshima, Shodoshima etc.

Hiroshima: Peace Memorial Park, A-Bomb Dome, Miyajima, Onomichi etc.

Shikoku: 88 Temples Pilgrimage

Fields of expertise

History, temples, shrines, castles, local food, culture, nature, art, hiking, cycling, etc.
Walking pilgrimage of Shikoku Henro 88 temples.

Self-introduction

Born and raised on the coast of the Setouchi region, I have lived and worked in many places,
including Hiroshima, Yokohama, Sydney, Tokyo, and now settled in Matsuyama, Ehime.

I enjoy running and cycling, and have completed four marathons and cycled around the
islands of Shikoku and Taiwan. I'm tough, both physically and mentally.

Some of my guests say I am calm and serene. Yes, I am not the type of person who cracks
lots of jokes, but I have a passion for sharing the rich history and natural beauty of the
Setouchi region.

I love entertaining guests with hospitality and creating memorable experiences. I feel guiding
is my calling.

I am open to new opportunities. Please feel free to contact me. Thank you!

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Disaster Prevention Expert, Wilderness First Aid Certification

Conditions for hiring

Anytime, anywhere, from day trips to long tours, upon consultation. I'm based in Ehime.
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2025 Art Route
Certified Guide List

Destinations: Himeji, Kurashiki, Uno, Naoshima

Okayama Hyeogo
Hiroshima
e
Yamaguchi ﬁ\k
Kagawa
Tokushima
Ehime

1. Hajime Butsuhara
2. Eiko Ito

3. Saori Kawagishi

4. Eijirou Kurisaka

5. Momoko Miyagawa
6. Yoshinari Mori

7. Sachiko Okunishi

8. Utaka Sasaki
9. Aki Takiguchi

10. Takeshi Yahata




Hajime Butsuhara

R 2

Languages: English

WHSFE (BRRFELAIL)

o
il |

Email : butsuhar@ms?7.megaegg.ne.jp Age range: 70s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima: Peace Memorial Park, Miyajima, Hiroshima Castle, Shukkeien Garden, and other art
museums within Hiroshima City

Himeji, Kurashiki, and Naoshima: currently studying these areas with the aim of making them new
areas of expertise

Fields of expertise

(1) The events leading up to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and the city’s path to recovery
(2) The spirituality and traditional culture of Miyajima
(3) The beauty of traditional Japanese gardens and art

Self-introduction

As a local guide who grew up in Hiroshima, I have in-depth knowledge of key sites such as the Peace
Memorial Park and Miyajima, as well as the city’s geography and transportation.

I specialize in peace-related themes, the spirituality of Miyajima, and art, and provide engaging
explanations enriched with stories rather than just facts.

Through continuous training and study, I strive to deliver guiding experiences that are informative,
meaningful, and memorable for my guests.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Certificate of Authorized Tour Conductor(Japan)

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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Eiko Ito

Rk BT

Languages: English

MILSFE : K5

Email : info@eikottojapanguide.com

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Throughout Japan, Based in Tokyo

Fields of expertise

Specialized Luxury Tours in Wine and Culinary culture, Art, Architecture, and Traditional Japanese culture

Self-introduction

WHAT can be transformed into HOW by Eiko

Under Eiko’s guidance, Japan’s Wine and Culinary culture, Harmony, Art and Architecture, and Traditional
Japanese culture (WHAT) are transformed into moments of pure Heartfelt, Oasis, and Wonderment
(HOW).

WHY Eiko?

Through Wine and Culinary culture, Nature’s harmony, Art and Architecture, and traditional Japanese
culture, I reveal how every thread of Japanese culture is woven by a deep reverence for the natural
world- where Japan’s spirit quietly awakens.

I offer guests a rare blend of refined expertise and thoughtful perspective, guiding them with clarity,
depth, and sincere respect for tradition.

As an award-winning guide honored with the Special Award for Guide of the Year 2025, I look forward to
using that experience to craft a truly memorable time for you.

Guide of the Year 2025: https://www.arukikata.co.jp/news/288569/
Eikotto Japan Guide Website : https://eikottojapanguide.com/
Book "30 Questions about the Japanese Art of the Kimono"

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

J. S. A. Wine Sommelier-Tea Ceremony Master (Omotesenke school)

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed
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Saori Kawagishi

NiFEEHD

Languages: English

HWHSFE (ARKFELAN) ;65

Email : saokaw@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Hyogo: Kobe/Nada, Akashi, Himeji

Okayama: Kurashiki, Okayama

Kagawa: Naoshima, Teshima, Shodoshima, Takamatsu, Kotohira
Tokushima: Iya, Tokushima

Fields of expertise

Local culture & crafts, Art, Sake brewery, (Arcade street) Food hopping

Self-introduction

I love art, nature, and good food. I'd love to walk with tourists from an iconic shrine to an arcade
street, sake brewery or craft studio to feel local culture and talk with local people.

My experience as an assistant and facilitator before obtaining a guide interpreter license would help
provide adequate, efficient support for each tourist.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English), Setouchi Kagawa Regional Licensed Guide
Interpreter (English), East Osaka Certified Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Sake sommelier, Eiken 1st grade, Kagawa inbound language teacher, Domestic Itinerary Manager

Conditions for hiring

Basically weekends and public holidays (Weekdays negotiable, I live in Osaka)
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Eijirou Kurisaka

ERify SRER

Languages: English

HILEFE (AEKFEUNI) : HEE

Email : kurisaka@ac.auone-net.jp

Age range: 70s

i

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima : Hiroshima City, Miyajima Island, Shimanami Kaido Cycling Road, Onomichi, Ohtake,
Higashihiroshima, Fukuyama, Kure, Etajima, Ohkunojima Island

Yamaguchi : Iwakuni

Okayama : Kurashiki, Okayama

Ehime : Matsuyama, Imabari

Kagawa : Naoshima Island

Hyogo : Himeji

Fields of expertise

Cycling, Trekking, Sea kayaking, World Heritage, Japan Heritage

Self-introduction

I was born and raised in Hiroshima City and have lived in this city for a total of over 50 years.

Since 2023, I have been working as an interpreter guide for over 100 days a year.

I also enjoy cycling by hobby, so I would like you to travel around the islands by bicycle and enjoy the
beauty of the Seto Inland Sea National Park. I have guided cycling tours on the Shimanami Kaido 3
times.

Furthermore, as a retired officer of Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, I am also good at guiding you
through the depths of Kure and Etajima.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefectural Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Domestic itinerary manager, Domestic travel business handling manager,
Cycling Leader (Japan Cycling Association)

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima city.)
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Momoko Miyagawa

=T

Languages: English

HWLEFE (ARKFELN) : HE5E

Email : momoko.tourguide.2025@gmail.com Age range: 20s

Certified route(s)

Art
Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima (Hiroshima City, Miyajima, Onomichi, Okunojima, etc.), Himeji City (Himeji Castle), Kurashiki
City (Bikan Historical Quarter), Iwakuni (Iwakuni Castle, Kintaikyo Bridge), Ehime (Matsuyama Castle,
Dogo Onsen, Uchiko Town)

Fields of expertise

Traditional culture, food, local history, architecture

Self-introduction

I started working as an English-speaking tour guide in April 2024. Since then, I have guided about 80
groups, including FIT travelers, large bus tour groups, luxury tours, and FAM tours. I love food,
beautiful scenery, and the history and culture of Japanese shrines and temples. The most important
aspect of my work is flexibility and providing information that only locals know. My hobby is traveling
abroad, and I'm always looking forward to chatting with guests of all generations about each country's
culture and everyday life.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefecture Regional Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Certified General Travel Services Manager, Itinerary Manager

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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Yoshinari Mori

Languages: English

HWIGEFE (ESRAKIEINN) : HEE

Email : yoshym30@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Kagawa Prefecture (Naoshima, Teshima, and Inujima Islands; Ritsurin Garden, Kotohira-gu Shrine, etc.)

Fields of expertise

Local History & Culture, Art, Business & VIP Concierge

Self-introduction

-Expert in Kagawa & Setouchi Tourism

As a certified "Setouchi Island Travel Guide" (Official Guide for Setouchi Triennale), I am well-versed in contemporary art,
island history, and local culture.

Proud member of the Shikoku Henro Guide Association.

-20+ Years of Global Business Leadership

Former General Manager of the Beijing office for a major electronics corporation and Vice President of a trading firm in Hong
Kong/China.

Capable of high-level VIP hospitality and professional business concierge services.

+16 Years of Global Residency & Cross-Cultural Understanding
Majored in Marketing from a U.S. university. Based on my experience living in the U.S. (2 years), Singapore (2 years), and
China (12 years), I provide communication tailored to guests from diverse backgrounds.

-Specialist in Inbound Tourism & Human Resource Development
As a JTA Certified Instructor for Inbound Tourism Training, I have extensive experience lecturing for local governments and
hotels, practicing and teaching high-quality hospitality.

-Deep Understanding of Travel Operations & Reliability
Holding the "Certified General Travel Services Manager" qualification, I ensure strict compliance and safety management,
guaranteeing high-quality service that travel agencies can fully rely on.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English), Setouchi Island Travel Guide (Official Tour Guide for Setouchi
Triennale), National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (Chinese), Kagawa Setouchi Local Government Licensed Guide
Interpreter (Chinese)

Other certifications

Certified General Travel Services Manager, Certified Domestic Travel Services Manager, Certified Domestic Itinerary Control
Manager, Japan Tourism Agency (JTA) Certified Instructor for Inbound Tourism Training

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Kagawa Prefecture.)

BEI—-b

7—h

B/EIVF (HbimE{r)

R (ES. 5. REREDEZ . FANE. £TLEERE)

/RBHA RDE

SR, 32b. 7— b ESRZ-VIPHIE

HZPR

B EFAOBHEEZ3T0
BESBEIRAMR (EFARBRSMESEAT VY T-H4R) (LT RRT-N BaOESE. XE(CHEE,
ELEIRERN 1 MBRICFE.

J0-)UESHFADE—HR T 20FBORE
AFIVIPOZIREETOBHESE LRATZAFAR) . &8 FETONEREHEIREEE.
VIPHIEE SRR R TOTT> FhEIHETY .

+ 16FDIBINHTEREIRC R (LIRRR
KERFREFBI-TTOIER KE24E, SOAR-IL2E, PEL2EOFTERRICEDE, SR/ (wI)50> M OFZNCRBELIEIZ1
—r-2avuEiRM.

AN MREBE AMBRRORRI YIRS
BT\ MHESRERBEDEL T BIAKROIE RS TOIRERFEEHL. BOBURREIT 2R,

SATEBNORVIERREFENREFRE
[HETEBERERE | BRRE. ZDE TR ERELMEL. TN OL TEESNZERERY —EXZIBRUET,

Ji1 REg DR

SEBREANLT (RFE) | BESBBMAMR (BFABRRSHERATCS VY T-H4R) | £E@ERENLT (PEEE) . FILLS5MEERRE
At (hEE

TOfREEHE

HENTRBEIRERE . BNMTEBINREREE, ENEEEEES. BUUTA2N\D RIHERTEHRAM. 14

T4 R

B (BNIREETY)




SACHIKO OKUNISHI

B (EEF

Languages: English

HMIGSFE (BESFELAN) - RFE

Email : sachi5.loves.london@gamil.com Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, Hyogo (Himeji), Hiroshima (Peace Memorial Park & Miyajima)

Fields of expertise

Cultural experiences & religions in Japan which are deeply rooted in sociey, culture and Japanese way
of thinking

Self-introduction

15 years experience as a tour escourt for outbound tours, especially to European countries has helped
my commmunication skills. (Including technical visits and international exchange programs to Europe.)
I'd like to do my best to make cross cultural communication between my guests and local Japanese staff
enjoyable and satisfying.

<Comments on me from my guests>
Always smiling, enthusiastic, having a sense of humor and passion, patient, attentive, flexible and my
English is easy to understand

<8 years of experience as a licensed guide>
Walking tours and bus tours for groups (in Kansai), insentive tours (in Kyoto), cruise shore excursions

(at Osaka & Kobe ports)

Now I mainly work for FIT (exclusive & VIP tours) and sometimes insentive tours in the Kansai area.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

EIKEN pre-1st grade, Certified General Travel Service Manager, Certified Travel Itinerary Manager

Conditions for hiring

I live in Kyoto-city. If tours to Kurashiki and Naoshima, focusing on cultural experiences and interactions
with local people are available, I'm pleased to be a guide for those tours.
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Utaka Sasaki

fERR K&

Languages: %8

WLSFE (ARKFELN) ;N5

Email : f13156us@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima: Tomonoura, Onomichi, the Shimanami area, Hiroshima City, Miyajima
Okayama : Okayama, Kurashiki

Kagawa : Naoshima

Hyogo : Himeji Castle

Fields of expertise

Shrines and temples, Castles, Architecture, Art

Self-introduction

I was born and raised in Onomichi, and I live my daily life looking out over the Seto Inland Sea.

I started my career as a guide with walking tours in Tomonoura, sharing personal experiences and local
stories. By introducing the unique characteristics of various areas around the Seto Inland Sea—through
their history, culture, food, and art—I aim to help my guests discover something new and meaningful
on each tour.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English),
Hiroshima Prefectural Government Licenced Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Domestic Itinerary Control Manager, EIKEN 1st grade, TOEIC 925, Certificate of Curator

Conditions for hiring

Every Day. (I live in Fukuyama city,Hiroshima prefecture.)
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Aki Takiguchi

RO =

Languages English

MWHSE (BERFELAIL) @ =E

Email : aki0Oguide@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Kobe, Himeji, Osaka, Kyoto, Nara
Kurashiki, Naoshima

Fields of expertise

Sake breweries, Bar hopping, Food, Culture and History

Self-introduction

Hi, there. I started guiding in 2024 and have done about 100 tours per year.

As a sommelier of Sake, I conducted Sake brewery walking tours in Kobe more than 100
times.

I like traveling and exploring local good foods and drinks that go well with sake.

Before becoming a guide, I had worked for Kobe City, a local goverment for over 10 years.
Please ask me anything about Kobe.

I'd like to introduce attractive Naoshima and Kurashiki, not only Kansai region.

I will always try to make your trip enjoyable and colorful.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

International Sake Sommelier, Domestic itinerary manager, Travel Service Arrangement
Operations Manager

Conditions for hiring

Anytime as long as possible
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Takeshi Yahata

N\iE %%

Languages: English

HWICEE (BESELAN) : =GE

Email : tyahata0301@icloud.com

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Art

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima: Peace Memorial Park & Museum, Miyajima, Sandankyo, Kure, Higashihiroshima, Onomichi,
Setoda, Tomonoura.

Yamaguchi: Iwakuni, Yuda Onsen, Akiyoshidai, Hagi.

Okayama: Kurashiki, Okayama.

Kagawa: Naoshima.

Ehime: Dogo Onsen.

Other: Kyoto, Nara.

Fields of expertise

The impact of the atomic bomb and Hiroshima's reconstruction, the history of Japanese immigrants
abroad, contemporary art, Japanese culture, and history.

Self-introduction

I've worked at the Hiroshima Prefectural Government for many years in international relations, public
relations, and support for atomic bomb survivors both domestically and internationally. As a coordinator,
I've welcomed many guests from overseas and engaged in various missions in South America, North
America, Hawaii, and East Asia. After a happy retirement, I'm leveraging my experience to continue
sharing the beauty of Japan's nature and culture, with a focus on Hiroshima and the Seto Inland Sea,
offering top-notch hospitality for about 100 days a year. I've also been a lecturer (in English) for many
years on the history of Hiroshima's reconstruction through JICA training programs. Having lived in
Okayama and Yamaguchi as well as Hiroshima, I am able to provide special experiences to my guests as
a guide who loves the Seto Inland Sea.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Eiken 1st grade, Domestic Itinerary Manager, Certified Administrative Procedures Legal Specialist,
Licensed Real Estate Transaction Specialist

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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2025 Traditional Culture and History Route

Certified Guide List

Destinations: Iwakuni, Miyajima, Hiroshima City, Uchiko

Hiroshima

Okayama

Kagawa

Tokushima

Hyego

1. Hiroko Aikawa

2. Saori Fukuoka

3. Hiroko Inaba

4. Eria Matsumae

5. Mikiko McMahon
6. Momoko Miyagawa
7. Koji Oda

8. Kazunori Ukisu

9. Mari Yamaguchi




Hiroko Aikawa

I 1BF

Languages: English

WLSFE (ARKFELN) ;N5

Email : haikawa.jp@gmail.com

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima, Miyajima, Iwakuni, Matsuyama, Uchiko, Kurashiki, Matsue, Adachi Museum of Art

Fields of expertise

Cultural Host & Guide

Self-introduction

I worked for global companies for over 30 years, communicating daily in English with colleagues from
many different countries. During my time abroad, I received warm support from many people, and I am
deeply grateful for those experiences. With this background, I welcome international visitors with
warmth and help them enjoy Japanese culture comfortably, without feeling distance or hesitation. I
guide in Hiroshima, Miyajima, Iwakuni, Kurashiki, and the San’in region (Matsue and the Adachi
Museum of Art), areas where Japanese culture can be experienced in layered and authentic ways.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefectural Government Licensed Guide Interpreter

Other certifications

National Conditioning & Association Certified Personal Trainer

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (Based in Hiroshima.)
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Saori FUKUOKA

& 60

Languages: English

HWIHSFE (AERELN) 55

Email : happyhillhappy@gmail.com

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

+Hiroshima City (Peace Memorial Park, Hiroshima Castle, Shukkeien Garden, etc.)
+Miyajima (including Mt. Misen hikes and cultural experiences)
-Setouchi Region (Tomonoura, Takehara including Okunoshima / Rabbit Island, Iwakuni, Matsuyama, etc.)

Fields of expertise

World Heritage sites (Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and Miyajima), Setouchi’s natural landscapes and
scenery (island visits, Mt. Misen hikes, etc.), Japanese cultural experiences (tea ceremony, calligraphy,
kimono dressing, Bon dancing, origami and various crafts), Hiroshima & Setouchi food culture (oysters,
okonomiyaki, sake in Saijo, bar hopping), shrines and temples, mindfulness experiences (meditation,
incense-making at temples), and local life & cultural experiences (walking tours and community-based
experiences)

Self-introduction

Born and raised in Hiroshima, Saori spent over a decade living in Toronto, where she studied psychology at
university, before returning to Japan. Now based in Saijo, Hiroshima, one of Japan’s leading sake-brewing
towns, she offers guided experiences throughout the Setouchi region, blending local insight and an
international perspective with a warm, mindful approach to travel.

With its calm inland sea, scenic islands, rich history, and vibrant food culture, Setouchi is a region best
enjoyed at a relaxed pace. Saori specializes in providing authentic, well-balanced tours that connect
travelers with local stories, culture, and everyday life beyond the typical tourist routes.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefecture Regional Interpreter Guide (English)

Other certifications

Domestic Travel Service Itinerary Management Certification (Japan), TESL (Teaching English as a Second
Language), Professional Floral Design II, Tea Ceremony (Urasenke School), Kimono Dressing (Basic Level),
CPR & First Aid Certification (renewed October 2025), Kindergarten Teaching Certificate, Kindergarten
Teacher License and Certified Childcare Worker (Japan)

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (Currently based in Saijo, Higashi Hiroshima / Available throughout the Setouchi region /
Overnight tours available)
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INABA Hiroko

Languages: English

MWIHSE (BERFELAN) : H=EE. R(YEE (EELAI)

Email : hongzi@live.jp

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Yamaguchi, Hiroshima, Ehime, and the islands in Setouchi
Japan's golden route, all Kyushu areas

Fields of expertise

Buddhism, Shintoism, Food culture, calligraphy, Japanese tea, and Japanese craftmanships

Self-introduction

Hi! I'm doing tours with many guests nationwide; the Setouchi area is one of my favorite destinations.
Arts, history, food and craftsmanship, let's enjoy the treasure hunt! Not only a big group, but an
independent group is available; I like to support a family trip! I will see you soon!

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

1st Grade English Proficiency, Japanese calligraphy (Shodan grade), Japanese black ink painting (teaching
license), Japan Tourism Agency Inbound Training, 1st grade instructor

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in a central part of Japan's main island.)
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Eria Matsumae

Languages: English, Chinese

HWIHSE (BESFELAN) : 55E, PEE

Email : eria93@msn.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

[Hiroshima Prefecture] Hiroshima City (Peace Memorial Park, Shukkeien Garden, Hiroshima Castle,
Mitaki Temple), Miyajima Island, Onomichi, Setoda (Kosanji Temple), Tomonoura, Fukuyama Castle,
Saijo, Kure City, Mitarai

[Cycling Routes] Ninoshima Island, Shimanami Kaido, Osakikamijima Island, Tobishima Kaido
[Ehime Prefecture] Uchiko Town, Matsuyama, Dogo Onsen, Imabari

{Yamaguchi Prefecture] Iwakuni

Fields of expertise

Local Cuisine, History and Culture, Temples and Buddhism, Cycling

Self-introduction

As a public speaker dedicated to fostering leadership and communication skills, I have extensive
experience in delivering over 200 educational and theme-based speeches in Singapore and Pakistan. In
2025, I received an official invitation from a community service organization in the USA, and have
traveled to New Mexico to deliver a lecture in-person.

Through my work as a guide, I strive to share meaningful and educational insights that enrich travelers’
understanding, while also creating enjoyable and memorable experiences as an extension of
international exchange. I believe that guiding is a remarkable profession—one that allows continuous
learning about Japan and the world, while connecting people across cultures.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefectural Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English / Chinese)

Other certifications

Certified Domestic Tour Conductor (Japan)

IPA Certified Chinese Language Instructor

Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM), Toastmasters International
Thai Language Proficiency Test, Level 4

Leave No Trace Certified

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. Live in Hiroshima. Every day is possible.
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Mikiko McMahon

NINVEEF

Languages: English

F-4

Email : mcmahon@tsubame.co.jp Age range: 40s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima, Miyajima, Iwakuni

Fields of expertise

History, culture

Self-introduction

I was born and raised in Kure City in Hiroshima Prefecture which is located by the Seto Inland Sea.

I got my surname from my husband's family who immigrated to America from Ireland. I have a funny
husband and 2 cute and noisy sons.

I, grown up in Hiroshima, have learned about peace at local schools for many years. I was wondering
how I can contribute to world peace as a guide. I also would like to help guests touch Japan's many
unique and interesting culture.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefectual Government Licensed Guide

Other certifications

Certified Tour Conductor

Conditions for hiring

Available except on Sundays and national holidays.
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Momoko Miyagawa

=T

Languages: English

HWLEFE (ARKFELN) : HE5E

Email : momoko.tourguide.2025@gmail.com Age range: 20s

Certified route(s)

Art
Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima (Hiroshima City, Miyajima, Onomichi, Okunojima, etc.), Himeji City (Himeji Castle), Kurashiki
City (Bikan Historical Quarter), Iwakuni (Iwakuni Castle, Kintaikyo Bridge), Ehime (Matsuyama Castle,
Dogo Onsen, Uchiko Town)

Fields of expertise

Traditional culture, food, local history, architecture

Self-introduction

I started working as an English-speaking tour guide in April 2024. Since then, I have guided about 80
groups, including FIT travelers, large bus tour groups, luxury tours, and FAM tours. I love food,
beautiful scenery, and the history and culture of Japanese shrines and temples. The most important
aspect of my work is flexibility and providing information that only locals know. My hobby is traveling
abroad, and I'm always looking forward to chatting with guests of all generations about each country's
culture and everyday life.

Tour Guide Certifications

Hiroshima Prefecture Regional Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Certified General Travel Services Manager, Itinerary Manager

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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Koji Oda

NH RZ

Languages: English

WLSFE (ARKFELN) ;N5

Email : fast-tracker@hi3.enjoy.ne.jp

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Hiroshima, Miyajima, Iwakuni, Okayama, Kurashiki, Naoshima, Matsuyama, Uchiko, Kyoto, Osaka, Nara

Fields of expertise

Japanese history and local heritage, Traditional culture and performing arts, Peace education
(Hiroshima & A-bomb history), Art and architecture

Self-introduction

Born and raised in Hiroshima, I have spent my life surrounded by the natural beauty, history, and
culture of the Setouchi region. This deep familiarity allows me to share the area's stories and
atmosphere in a way that feels authentic and personal. As a National Government Licensed Guide
Interpreter, I have welcomed many visitors from around the world. I strive to offer explanations that
are easy to understand and reassuring, especially for senior guests and first-time visitors to Japan. I
hope you will come and experience the calm sea, beautiful islands, rich history, and the warmth of the
people in Setouchi. It would be my pleasure to guide you and help make your journey truly memorable.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

EIKEN Test in Practical English Proficiency, Grade 1 (highest level; CEFRC1-C2equivalent), TOEFL 630

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Hiroshima.)
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Kazunori Ukisu

FFINANER

Languages: English. German

WNSFE (ARKFELAL) ;5558 RMIYE

Email : kazunori.ukisu@gmail.com

Age range: 60s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

For Cycling: All of Japan in the country side area suitable for cycling
For Hiking: Gifu and Nagano

Fields of expertise

Cycling and hiking, other outdoor activities

Self-introduction

I am specializing, as a guide, in cycling and hiking, as well as other outdoor activities.

Tour Guide Certifications

National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Gifu)
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Mari Yamaguchi

I mEEs

Languages: English

HWMILSE (BERFELA)  ®WE

Oill

Email : ymaril226@gmail.com

Age range: 50s

Certified route(s)

Traditional Culture and History

Regions of expertise

Naoshima, Teshima, Inujima, Shodoshima, Momoshima and other islands of the Setouchi region;
Takamatsu (Kagawa), Kurashiki (Okayama), Iya Valley (Tokushima), Miyajima (Hiroshima)

Fields of expertise

Art, Architecture, World Heritage Sites, Japanese Gardens

Self-introduction

A licensed English-speaking guide specializing in the Setouchi region, with 17 years of professional
experience in the United States. After working in Los Angeles as an interpreter, translator, writer, and
media professional connecting Japan and the U.S., I returned to Japan and now provide high-end
private guiding services.

I have guided Hollywood celebrities, distinguished guests, architects, curators, art collectors, museum
professionals, and gallery owners, with a focus on contemporary art, architecture, and local culture—
particularly on Naoshima, Teshima, and Inujima. As an official guide for the Setouchi Triennale, I
deliver tours that go beyond sightseeing, offering culturally rich and meaningful experiences. I also
share insights from direct interviews with artists, providing guests with unique perspectives that have
been highly praised.

I also serve as a lecturer for licensed guides nationwide, conducting training programs commissioned
by travel agencies. My instruction, grounded in practical experience and enriched by an international
perspective, has been highly regarded.

Tour Guide Certifications

Kagawa Setouchi National Government Licensed Guide Interpreter (English)

Other certifications

- Official Tour Guide for the Setouchi Triennale

-Instructor for Inbound Tourism Language Programs

+Guide Training Lecturer for Naoshima, Teshima, and Inujima
-Licensed Travel Manager / Tour Coordinator

Conditions for hiring

To be discussed. (I live in Takamatsu, 30 minutes away from Naoshima.)
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